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ter to earth than we consume” says Bijoy A B, Projects
Manager, V-Guard Industries.

“We are self-sufficient in water,” says Elvin Paduva,
Civil Engineer, V-Guard Industries. “We don’t depend
on the corporation water supply system anymore and we
try to adhere to the concept of minimal water wastage at
every stage.”

‘The tiles used in the ground pavement have pores,
which ensure that rainwater is directed to ground rather
than flowing away.

One of the highlights of the construction is perhaps
the fact that, there is no need to put on lights during of-
fice hours. The building wall covers only two feet on top
and bottom; windows occupy the rest of the area, allow-
ing maximum light and airflow, so fans are also used only
minimally. The anti-glare coating on windows cuts off 80
per cent of heat.

A one foot space above the windows is made with per-
forated nylon sheet, which allows uninterrupted airflow
in the building throughout the day, keeping the air fresh.
“The building is designed with the lift and the stairs in the
centre, with the workstations around it. It helps in provid-
ing maximum ventilation inside,” says Mr Antony. “Peo-
ple are increasingly demanding offices and homes without
air-conditioning, as they come to know the advantages
such as lesser power consumption and pollution.”

According to Mr Bijoy, the initial investment for such
a building is slightly higher, but the operational cost is
much less compared to others. “Air-conditioning is re-
stricted to highly indispensable areas, such as the data
center and the electrical panel rooms, which amounts to
less than 1 per cent of the whole built-up area,” he says.
“So, electricity bills are slashed to one-fifth, of what they
would have been. Aluminium is used for framing purpos-
es, as it has no maintenance cost. We try to uphold the
principle of saving today for a better tomorrow.”

‘The furniture is made from recycled material alone. A
1,500 LPD capacity solar water heater serves the hot wa-
ter requirement at the office.

The building is designed with the best safety measures.
Two stairs are constructed exclusively for the purpose of
evacuation in case of an emergency. The fire safety system
is the best in place with fire hydrants, smoke detectors and
sprinklers to meet any emergencies.

‘'The rooftop garden is a big attraction of this building.
Half the area, paved with tiles, is made into a staff dining
room while the other halfis a lawn. The building also con-
sists of a play area and fitness centre for the staff.

“The sight from the rooftop is amazing, We can have a
glimpse of the city from here,” says Bijoy.

‘The management is in the process of setting up a unit
which generates electricity by harnessing solar and wind
power. Once functional, the frequently used electric line
connections would be switched to this, saving on electric-
ity consumption.

Hope this office becomes a trendsetter for the future
buildings to come.
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